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BURNING



Acknowledgement of Country

We acknowledge the First Nations peoples 
who live in this beautiful area, who have 
nurtured and cared for the land and 
resources for millennia and who hold deep 
and unbroken spiritual connection to the 
land.

We welcome the Uluru Statement from the 
Heart and pledge to walk with First Nations 
peoples on their journey toward true 
reconciliation and justice. We support an 
indigenous voice to parliament enshrined in 
the Australian Constitution. 



If you could see the 
journey whole, you might 
never undertake it, might 
never dare the first step 
that propels you from the 
place you have known 
toward the place you 
know not.

Call it one of the mercies 
of the road: that we see 
it only by stages as it 
opens before us, as it 
comes into our keeping …



With every step you take, the blessing rises up to meet you.

It has been waiting long ages for you.

Look closer and you can see the layers of it,

how it has been fashioned by those who walked this road 

before you,

how it has been created of nothing but their determination 

and their dreaming,

how it has taken its form from an ancient hope

that drew them forward and made a way for them when no 

ways could be seen.

Look closer and you will see that this blessing is not 

finished,

That you are part of the path that it is preparing

That you are part of how this blessing means to be a voice

And a welcome for the way

(Jan Richardson. Circle of Grace. Orlando. Wanton Gospeller Press. 2015. 37)



THE TASK OF NURTURING, 
PRESERVING AND REIMAGINING THE 
PRESENTATION CHARISM IS A 
CRITICAL WORK OF OUR TIME … A 
NEW JOURNEY … A CONTINUATION 
OF THE BLESSING …





TO NURTURE 
PRESERVE AND 

REIMAGINE 
REQUIRES 

KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
CHARISM, 

DISCERNMENT OF 
WHAT CAN BE 

NURTURED AND 
PRESERVED AND THE 
COURAGE TO LOOK 

FOR NEW PATHWAYS 
FOR CHARISM



THE 
RESOURCE 
‘KEEP THE 
LANTERN 

BURNING’ IS 
DESIGNED 

TO ADDRESS 
SOME OF 

THESE 
QUESTIONS



In its broadest definition, a charism 

is a gift of God, given to individuals 

to serve the good of others. 

Brien and Hack describe charism as 

providing us with ‘… a lens through 

which to view the Gospel, in the 

hope that we will be inspired and 

compelled to live this call … (2005.  Charism in the Catholic School. 

Journal of Religious Education. 53(1). 70).



Charism is the real presence of the Spirit

Charism is invisible
Like the wind, it ‘blows where it wills, and you can hear the sound it makes, but you 
do now know where it comes from or where it goes …’ (John 3:8)

Charism is real, active and moving
Like the Pentecostal experience… ’suddenly  there came from the sky a noise like a 
strong driving wind…’ (Acts 2:2)

Charism is mysterious
We cannot define it, but we must understand it and how it works…

The founders themselves did not define the ministry. They did 
not have a strategic plan and map for what would become 
their ministry … it was first an experience of the Spirit that 
needed time to be lived, safeguarded, deepened and 
constantly developed by them ….
(Driscoll. J. Harnessing our Power through Charism.2023. CHA USA).



CHARISM 
IS 
A 

BLESSING





ELEMENTS OF SPECIAL IDENTITY
Rituals   Prayers   Celebrations   Special days   
Stories   Building Names Traditions   Mercy History   
Heroes

Relationships   Embrace of Diversity   Welcome and 
Hospitality   Formation Programs   Support services

Mission Statement   Values   Philosophy  

Social Justice initiatives   Care for the Earth   Care 
for the poor 

Newsletters   Publications   Communication   
Transparency 

Presentation Leadership and Organisation

Relationships with the Church



CHARISM IS A CHALLENGE
For those who seek to preserve, nurture and reimagine the Presentation charism within ministries there are 

many challenges. Understanding the story of Nano Nagle and her particular response to God’s mission is the 

first step. Situating Nano’s story in the gospel call to radical discipleship, discerning the pressing needs of 

today’s poor and vulnerable and developing a conceptual framework to weave these foundational 

imperatives into the current realities of ministries are tasks which are more complex and demanding of 

leaders.

Nano Nagle was a charismatic, visionary and courageous leader who responded to the challenges of her 

community in a radical and counter-cultural way. She used her gifts to live out God’s mission as expressed in 

the gospels:

• leaving a path for others to follow

• sharing a particular blueprint for serving the needs of others 

• giving her communities a ‘spiritual personality’ forged by her work with the poor of Cork.









CHALLENGE 2

UNDERTAKE A 
CHARISM AUDIT

ASK: WHAT 
MAKES OUR 

SCHOOL 
DISTINCTIVELY 

PRESENTATION?





CHALLENGE 3

CARE FOR THE POOR 
AND VULNERABLE

ASK: WHO ARE THE 
POOR IN OUR 
COMMUNITY?
WHAT ARE WE DOING 
TO ADDRESS POVERTY 
AND EXCLUSION?





CHALLENGE 4

LOOK AT HOW ALL 
ASPECTS OF YOUR 
SCHOOL SUPPORT 

YOUR PRESENTATION 
IDENTITY





SYMBOLS

What symbols 

are sacred to 

your 

Presentation 

space?

How are they 

used?



PRAYERS AND RITUALS

When is prayer used in 
your place?

Are they printed in 
bulletins and   
newsletters?

Do you respond to 
special occasions?



SONG

How can we use school 

songs to touch the story 

of Nano Nagle?

How do you select songs 

for rituals and liturgy?

What contemporary 

hymns capture the 

Presentation story? 





Today we must ask: 

What challenges confront our 

communities? 

How can Nano Nagle’s example 

and inspiration provide a road 

map for our own response? 

Are we prepared to be courageous 

and counter-cultural in our 

response to those made poor? 



ONGOING CHALLENGE

DEVELOPING 
PRESENTATION PEOPLE 

AND LEADERS INTO 
THE FUTURE



We require continuous 
grappling  with the 

meaning of our Catholic 
identity and its import  

for ministries today. 
Such an undertaking 

cannot be the project of 
a few individuals or 

occasional seminars (Neale)



FORMATION MUST 
BE 

STRATEGIC  … 
ENGAGING  … 
RELEVANT … 

EMBEDDED … 
NURTURING … 

MULTI MODAL …



WHAT ABOUT REIMAGINING?









FOR
SUCH

A
TIME

AS
THIS.

From the Book of Esther 4:1-16
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