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Mary and Nano were loved and nurtured by their families. 
We give thanks for the love that we experience in our own families.
May children everywhere always know love that is patient, that is kind, 
that bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
(cf 1Corinthians 13:4, 7)

Mary and Nano lived fully in this world, open to and enriched by its joys and its sorrows, 
its challenges and its delights.
We give thanks for all that life offers us.
May people everywhere be enriched by life, knowing not just sorrow, but also joy,  
not just challenge, but also delight.

Mary and Nano made difficult decisions and did things to improve life for others. 
We give thanks for the sacrifice and service of many, affording us freedom, opportunity                                            and fulfilment in life.
May all people know a world that is inclusive, just, equal in opportunity and enabling of life.

Mary and Nano didn’t always understand what life was inviting them to be and do 
but trusted their hearts and in doing so, trusted God, walking forward into life.
We give thanks for God with us always, inviting us to be ourselves, freely and fully.
May all people have something in which to trust and from which to draw strength and courage.


And so, we pray

God of love in life,
may we, as Presentation people today, 
be strengthened in taking active responsibility for our world, 
working hard where we are 
to ensure that all people 
are enabled to live freely and fully.

Amen
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